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September 1939, World War II starts with the invasion of Poland by Germany. The Second World War has been one of the deadliest wars and conflicts in human history; it did not just kill millions of soldiers but also approximately 40 million civilians. Most of these deaths were caused by starvation, diseases, massacres, bombing, and deliberate genocide. This war lasted from 1939 to 1945. Many nations were involved in the war, especially in Europe. This political cartoon created by Dr. Seuss titled “Ho hum! No change of contagion” criticized the United States for maintaining somewhat neutral at the beginning of the war, although it was knows that the U.S was selling weapons to some European counties.
The United States did not enter the war until 1941, when its military base in Hawaii, Pearl Harbor, suffered a surprised military attack by Japan. Once in the war, the U.S joined the Allied Powers, who opposed the Axis powers (Germany, Italy, and Japan). During WWII Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the President of the U.S, Hitler was Germany’s leader, Stalin was leader of the Soviet Union and Mussolini dictator of Italy.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This political cartoon was created by Dr. Seuss on May 1941, before the U.S entered the war. Theodor Seuss Geisel was an American cartoonist, who was mainly known for publishing children’s books under the pen names of Dr. Seuss or Theo LeSieg. But when WWII started, Dr. Seuss turned to political cartoons and published more than 400 cartoons in two years. Theodore was also known for the way humor played a part in his cartoons, which could of negatively affected his credibility as a political cartoonist, as well as the fact that he was used to writing children’s books. In his cartoons, Seuss denounced Hitler and Mussolini and was very critical of people who opposed the entry of the U.S into the war. Based on his cartoons, Geisel’s support of the U.S war effort and his support of President Roosevelt’s handling of the war were clear. In 1943, he even joined the Army as Captain. 
This cartoon shows Uncle Sam, which represents America, lying on his bed peacefully apart from Europe. The other bed represents Europe. The first person on the ‘European bed’ has Stalin-itch, which represents the Soviet Union with Stalin as one of the worst communist dictators in world history. The second man on the bed has Hitler-itis, he represents Germany and his leader, Hitler which was also a dictator. Hitler was responsible for thousands of deaths in Germany, especially for his obsession of creating an Arian race by the elimination of any other race and Jews. The fourth man has Nazi Fever. Nazis were really powerful during this time in Europe. Their main objective was to gain more territory and get more powerful. To do so they would usually invade the largest city of the country they were taking so it would fall, and once the largest city fell, the whole country would also fall and be taken. The fifth man has fascist-fever. Fascism is a radical authoritarian nationalist political ideology. This political ideology was founded during WWI by Italian national syndicates. During times of war, a lot of leaders have rose with this ideology, which a lot of people consider a dictatorship. At the bottom of the bed, on the floor, there seems to be some kind of animal that has Italian Mumps. With Mussolini in power, Italy was clearly not doing well. Mussolini did not run the country properly and while fascism in Italy rose, the nation as a whole slowly drowned. Uncle Sam (America) is saying “what a lucky thing we’ve got separate beds!” While Europe was going through many political conflicts, fighting and unpleasant times, the U.S not only made money out of the war but managed to stay neutral for awhile. America and Europe have ‘separate beds’ because they are two different continents, separated by a large body of water so all those conflicts really did not affect American until it entered the war at the end of 1941. 
Dr. Seuss intended audience is people that support the war and that want America to join.  Also for people that do not support the war, he is trying to send a message. He is trying to say that Europe is in conflict, dictators are ruining nations, and civilians are paying the consequences. America has to do something to stop the ‘bad guy’, which in this case is the Axis Powers. It seemed that Dr. Seuss was trying to persuade people to support the entry of the U.S into the war.
I think the text is effective and I am sure it did have effect on some people. When I analyzed it I did feel like the U.S was taking some advantage out of the war by making money selling weapons. On the other hand I think the U.S also needed to make money and their leaders did what they did to obtain it and thinking about Americans. Overall the war was a good thing for the U.S because it got out of the depression and after the war it also emerged as superpower.
The pathos appeal to this political cartoon is done by using sickness to represent the conflicts in Europe. Often, people associate sickness with discomfort. It seems like Dr. Seuss also wanted to associate sickness and discomfort not only with conflict in Europe but with Europeans themselves. During this time there was a lot of immigration from Europe into the United States because of the war. A lot of those immigrants were people escaping the war and the danger that brought with it, for example Jews, who were prosecuted for a long time. This cartoon could have affected the way Americans view immigrants as a disease or not welcomed to our country because they would only cause trouble. This also adds to the logic that his cartoon is communicating to its audience.
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