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Rhetorical Analysis – “We are the world 25 for Haiti”
	“We Are the World 25 for Haiti” is a remake of the original song “We Are the World”, written by Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie in 1985 and recorded by USA for Africa to benefit famine relief in Africa. The remake of this song was recorded as a charity single by Artists for Haiti following the magnitude 7.0 earthquake in Haiti on January 12, 2010. In late 2009, it was suggested to Richie and Quincy Jones, who has producer of the original “We Are the World” that a re-cut version of the song be re-released under the title “Live 25”.  But after the earthquake that hit Haiti, which devastated the area and killed thousands of people, they agreed to re-record the song with new artists. The song was recorded on February 1st, 2010 and release on February 12, 2010, a month after the earthquake occurred. “We Are the World 25 for Haiti” was released on the NBC television network during their coverage of the 2010 Winter Olympic opening ceremony. “We Are the World 25 for Haiti” is a message to remind the world that if we stay united we can make a greater change and it was re-recorded with new artists in hope of reaching a new generation and help people in Haiti.
	The objective of this song since it was first written and released was a wakeup call to the world, sending a message of hope. We need to remain a socially aware culture. The authors of this song believe it is our moral responsibility, as a society to help people that are not as fortunate as us. It is a disgrace that this fatality occurred to a country that lives in daily poverty, a country that does not have the resources to stand back up by itself, America should be capable to give Haiti the helping hand they need and to help them “…Make it through the storm…”
This first verse is claiming that the time for us to help is now; the world has to remain united. The second verse is saying that if we want to see a change, we have to make that change ourselves. “We are all part of God’s great family” meaning we are all equal. The last phrase “…You know love is all we need…” is unrealistic because although the phrase has a positive connotation, love is great but it is not enough. Haiti is in need of economic help more than anything, they need money to rebuild what the earthquake has destroyed and only love is not going to give them the help they need. The chorus uses the phrase “we are the world…We are the ones who make a brighter day”, what this is trying to say is that each of us have the power to help. We cannot just think that our help is not going to make a difference because if we all think that way then we are going to fail as a society. We are all part of this world that can help and give. The third verse is saying that we cannot ignore Haitians’ cry for help, they are human beings suffering. “Nou se mond la” translates to we are the world in Creole, Haiti’s language. Verse number four talks about how sometimes you can lose hope and faith when you are at the bottom then it says “…Change can only come if we stand together as one” which brings you back to the idea that if we stay united we can create a greater change.
The rap part of this song uses different metaphors and simple phrases that can appeal to the intended audience, which in this case is young people. First, it connects to the audience by saying that every person needs help at some point, when you’ve hit rock bottom, you need someone to help you stand back on your feet. This connects to teenagers because the teenage years of a person are probably some of the toughest times of a person’s life. When you are young and your body is changing, when you do not even know who you are and you are trying to find yourself. Most teenagers know how hard it is to try to get through school, while working, which in a lot of cases is necessary to pay for your education and at the same time to keep a social life. “When the earth quakes, we’ll help you make it through the storm, when the floor breaks a magic carpet to stand on”, when you feel like your world’s falling apart, you need that someone that will help you overcome the obstacles of life. “…We are the world united by love so strong…We are the world connected by a common bond…”  The world has to unite for a common bond, which in this case would be helping to rebuild Haiti and helping its people. Also the phrase “We are the Children” highly appeals to the audience. Teenagers are not completely mature; most of us are still children only with more responsibilities. No matter how old someone is, we all have an inner child, we all need someone in our lives. For example our parents to be there for us, to take care of us when we are sick, to give us a hug when we are in need of love, to comfort us when we are sad.  
Most people know this song was first written by Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie. Jackson has been one of the greatest pop artists in history and even after his death he is a much respected and well-recognized individual. He also has been recognized for his charity work and named by the Guinness Book of Records as the ‘pop star who supports the most charity organizations’. This is what brings credibility to this song, as well as the fact that it was recorded as a charity single to help raise money for Haiti and recorded by a nonprofit organization. Many respected artists in the industry and in the world are featured in the song and in the video. For example, Shakira, who is known to be highly involved in charity events and she even has her own organization called Barefoot Foundation. Jennifer Hudson, Lionel Richie, Celine Dion, Josh Grobban and others. As well as modern day artists such as Pink, Enrique Iglesias, Justin Bieber, Miley Cyrus, Kanye West, Lil Wayne, Snoop Dog, Fergie and Usher. This was done with the purpose of reaching a younger audience. The logic (logos) that this song is trying to communicate is that if the world is united, if each and one of us help, we can save and improve many lives. The emotional appeal or pathos to this song is done by using strong lyrics and words that express emotion such as love, hope, help, cry, caring, etc. These lyrics make you feel empathy for the people of Haiti. They make you reflect on how you can help, not just Haiti, but any cause.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The medium in which this message is communicated was a song and a video featuring many famous artists. The style of the song is Hip-hop, and there is even a verse in Rap. Hip-hop and Rap are genres that are really popular within young people and teenagers. The language used in the song is strong and emotional. A lot of metaphors are used, and phrases that even when they are simple, they are meaningful. For example, “…it’s time to lend a hand to life…” Life represents the people in Haiti. Throughout the song, the word “we” was used, it was never “you” or “I”, this has to do also with the general message of the song; we, as a society, as the world has to unite to help a country in need. 
This song was re-made with the purpose of helping a cause, just as the original version did. You could say that the intended audience of this rhetorical piece is everyone but the style of the song, and how it was represented by modern day artists says it was directed more to young people in their teens or early twenties. The song talks about struggle, hope, and unity. If someone knows struggle is a college student that is trying to get through school while working a full time job plus maintaining a social life or having personal problems. It was smart but risky to use a re-make of a well-known song because rarely a re-make outperforms the original version. Maybe the song itself was not as good as the old version but it accomplished its goals. It didn’t just reached a new generation by using new artists and a new style but it also help to raise money to help the people affected for the earthquake in Haiti.






